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IBSTEACT 

Mtmr a review of the stuflent protests of the past^ 
it is predicted that* (1) student actinism will continue to be a fact 
to reckon with; <2) visceral unrest will on occasion emerge but, in 
the 0*S* at leasts will seldoi express itself violently i |3) student 
criticism of <aaucational practices will be increasingly recognized as 
a valuable reaource and will be facilitated by better channels of 
f aculty'-studeiit coiinunicaticn; during troubled times atudent 

idealists will take stands on public issues; and (5) later^ these 
student idealists will either become important lembers of progriaeive 
movements or pessimistic rtactionarits. (Aatlior/KE) 
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STUPEOT UMRISOT W P^SPICTIVE* 



By 

David Jades Professor of Higher Eaucation, Stanford University 



Parents, professors ^ and politicians troi^led by today's sti^eBt 
unrest can ta^e mart from the ta^l^ge that collegiana have been ever tliias. 
Full of vitally as yet imharnes^ to the vjork of tte TOrld; students Mva 
frequantly r&belled against autt^rityr aid saTetirms they have becOTe 
violent. In fact, violmam 1ms be^. fairly frequ^t the long history 

of higher education viiich exteidi back in identifiatole institutions to the 
fomiding of Plato's ^adary in 387 B*C* 

The fourth oentoy A.D, can be cit^ illustratively. Sttdents 
disapprG\^ of their professors* politics invade Uieir "l^tyre rocms axA 
started fights |. threw n^d in their faces on the streets, and aragg^d ttian: out 
of bad to dunk thCTi in my available tody of rater. Bm^i^ of this Jdrf of 
behavior Augustine left the higto sctool in Carthage ^lare he taughfe and set 
hterolf up as a private teacher in teine, but h© fmi^ conditions no tettar 
there* YOTthfa). tomns behaved just as riotously in and out of class and, to 
boeit# cheated him wt of his fees, 

Duyring the m^le Ages students acquire ©ctmsive privileges by nrnxiB 
of riot ar^ rebellion. In 122B, for &m^lm, tt^ protest of Parisian students 
over the prira of mne prTOipitated a tam-^qam battle in i^Jiich the royal 
b^yguard killed sweral acadanics. This lea toth ttm faoulty and the 
stiMents of Uie University of mrls to leaw the city en masse md to rCTain 
awy for alitost thre© ^irs- Their ate^ce, caused such m^mmLc hmoc that the 
king ajid the pope pl^ with to return; ' A cmtiary later m tavern bxml m 
Oxford grew into a three^y pitched battle betv^n st^ents and to^smen, the 
toli beiivg some fifty kilX^ or ilissir^ in action. 

Students acquit so much po^^ Xn Italim imiv«sltias ttet ttey fined 
^ofassors if they arrived late^ circimvent^ the l^^am saJ^uiei or failed 
to dl^ss class on time. Ind^, it b^mm custanary for a s^AadOTt to be the , 
adimJiistrptlw head of Italian ynivwsities frm the thirte^th century until 
Na^l^m's in^asiOTi of Italy late in ttm eighteOTth, 

mrast has mlm b^i a ch^aoteristic of mmicmi acadmia since its 
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earliest dlays* In the colonial OTlloges sti:EaCTLts freguently protested 
against the food serv^ in oOTrons and also against tJ^ patemalian of their' 
ciertaal profesrars. At Yale, tor instance, "sttadents vmcm vom to egress 
thair aispleaeire mth their tutors by stoning their winders or attacking 
than mth (clubs if they chiancrf out aftar dark, " 

*rtaras Jeff er»n sc^ught to av^t disturtoMes at tite University of 
Virginia b^f entrustiJig discipline^ to a carmittee of student "«nOTrs^-' tut 
mon after the ^ming of tte Universi^ a protractoi rebellion rived the 
Myllic air af CtiarlotteOTllle. Three fonrer presldeits of tte United 
States (Jeffa>rsonr tWison, and miwx) sat at that tiiM on the Virginia 
gOT^niing bmxA. Tlmy 1^ steered the nm A^nerican nation through ir^iy 
storms^ hat they found recalcitrant .students jmdh for tima. 

Om. 'Other of mny mmplBB % 1 rTOently asked ttie F^inceton L7niversity 
archivist for copies of sots records of this p^iod; replied^ "I can't 
seM thOTi to b^ause Nassau tell has teen hmiM do^i tvy^icr by stidents." 

Tte refinfflerit of Mmricmi manners in general had much to do with the 
gri^ual t^^ing, off of rtud^it violence^ tat perhaps wen more ij^rtant 
tere tim merg^ce of intaroollegiate athletics co^ucation, '^et 
visceral unrest has mt mtirely disappMred as mtnese the highly publicli:ed 
panty raids of the recent past* toe ocaarrM at the Dnlv^si^ of Denver in 
the Spring of 1964 and a»tter at staid old Harvard or three ye^s 
earlier. Tte latta^ revwsed ftitm usual pattemi Badcliffe girls raidel the 
Harvard ^totmitories. Paople hem little atout such affairs today because a 
relatively new typm Of pterananofi has takm the front of the stage, nantely, 
gereteal unrest/ to \M.ch t^ic 3 tuiB* 



* ^ * 



The mmgmicm of tte organiK^ eKtraM^taalWic CGriBtitiitas one of the 
iioBt signif icmt MucatiOTel dmelagtm^tm of th^ niTOtaentti centurjf. tPoday 
vm take it for grMit^^ hat few people tew that e^traaurricular aativities 
began as a fom of protests because of Wmr tntensa dissatiefsetion mth 
their instruct iorx sto^OTta disengaged thmsalves Exm the oirriculMi aM 
organized ttie ^straom:iail»» It has takm an unOTmtgtole nmnber of forms , 
intercollegiate atMLetics being tte mBt j^liei^^.. Tim latter iD^an mth 
m Harvatd^Yale toat race Jji 1852, tte first footibail gmm fPrinceton vs* ^ 
totg^s) foll«mg swmtam^ later* Btradlately thareafter other klrrts 

of atiilattcs rapidly mAMorad, mO. m also did Mn-^athlttic entex^rises* 

T^y the Gooimr^laaa ©cteacTmficul\J(« notic^bly , to essOTtial 
rea^OT bei^ greater sta^^t iftvolvmmt in the ^t^llectial life of tlieir 
^OTll^es. VaEtly iit^^ival inethsds of teaichl^ imm hal^ acwu^ltsh ^ 
chaiige* So mleo hsm tte ^H^ramml advices mafle in Beaondary ^catiOT m^. 
to ^Bturbed state of the wrld. Thm tc^y'e stiidents are in fmeral 
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infinitely jtctc serioias-^jrdm^^ than their pr^ecessors. 

Many students are aI,so idealists^ arf, their unrest has cerebxal rather 
tten viseeral jf/.-.;>ts. lDi^«tant;^ witib, 'Odticatioml .institutions with 
imch ^ut. ^iety at large, they Inaw. becOTe/ mgorous activists, their 
activism taking foms, Tte first s^cs to ameliorate existing pro- 
(^ijres ill cJfch^ ot bo.th ith^ ^tocational arf, piblic ar^asr ttte secorfl 
seeks sutetaittiaHy m rTOarisfer?^^t educational^ politiiial, aii3 othar social 
irv^ititutims* 

r partiaularly mnt to stress tte poirit tMt cereteal student activisri 
has a long history? too. M^aiaugh te^icans have been reading for .ttany ;^^ars 
about its erijptions in. otier coratries^ =TOSt {^pie believe that until now 
nothing comparable toa 'ap^ed ui ttie United States, I shall 'stmi^ this to 
an erroneouis oon«ption* 

Cc^nsider, firsts tiie ©aucatiorml arma, Thm bor^on that bred stiident 
visoiral inirest provoked sane eerioas-fnirdied imaginative students into 
cerel^al activiani they organist societies d^nDted to- eKteacurricular 
toteliectml dCTelopniCTt and (cmaraderie? and timmm m tmrn facilitated 
cinanges in official practi.ces and prograM« 

Student societies sponsDred debating^ the canonaml omership of linport-^ 
ant hooks mhm5&d in tteir OTurses, tite wit.iiig of; papers for reaSing at 
their rreetiogs, aid tlie calling on of modest .^cimtific investigations. 
Vfell w^mx my W l^t® eighteentli cantury, ti^se ventuces in self ^uoar 
tion did a good deal rore for raany" studCTts tlm ttieir foraal studlies. To 
illustratoi/te Ljreum of Nattaral Histo^^ fourfad in 1S35 by eight Williams 
stydaits,, cultivated the neglectad scienceE- tter&ii at Diartooiath dioring 
the smm 'period tte tm m:u3mnt literary torotj^hoodis cwrf niojre boote i(jfnore 
tliaiii 16,0'00| ttaii tte College it^If (fCTer ^rni 15,O0i0iK 

The heyday? of sitajdtet literary as^ sciCTtific 'groups ended about a 
century ago in jBrt bMause fratCToitieSr atindatics, .and other neu;-type ^ 
^uracmriCTilar aictivities t^m to absorb tt^, Mitereste of the great inajor- 
ity of students aand in part, to qijotm .Iteofessor FtedK^iA Bodolph, of Williams 
iCoilege: 

me colleges th»selves took ovm: saro of their old purposes r 
.t^ilt up broader roll^ions of books, opCTrf tte librauries fnore 
tftMi moQ a i^eefc, introduoed respeotable stiady in Eligiiah litera- 
ture^ discovert histo^ as a fieM of study, aqpand^ ti^ 
sciOTces* 

m shorty staadmt MiJMtioi^ adtiviOT l^lpei facilitate tte inpdffinization of 
^eri.oan aolleg^s began a^t a cento^ ago^; ar^ tte sane generalisation 

can be inade about the efforts of stud«ts aurir^ the 1920' s to help m^e 
©aucatiOT equal bo titm danmds of this e^tury . 
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Barnard College stvdents openai that chapter during tte acadamc year 
of 1921-1922, TtM following frai a report TOitten by a group of than 
epitamiEes its ^irits 

Are college students ^^ns, or are they pupilB? Most 
colleges treat then as papils. But in sore places they sean 
to be denaMlng Emission to the huntan race. Barnard College 
has a grojp of candiaates for such a staMing. lim Sti^ent 
Curricular Ccrmittee has nmde public a currlculm workea out hy 
tlie studaiti mLch they have asked the faculty to consider as 
a possible substitute for tte present coiKBe of stt^y. 



This initial student re^rt bed little effMt at Barnard, tat 
years later it provide the smior ^itor of Vtm Daily Darttnouth with the 
subject for a dynmnic editorial canpaign, Hamt^'ing amy persistently at 
the defects of his alna mat^, tffl badgered Dartttcwth's president to appooiit 
a conmittee of teeK»e ^iors to nake "a ccnplete' survey, review aM 
examination of [the College's] educational processes." After several 
nonths of reading, visitation of other collies, and serious reflection, tJie 
cccmdttee produced a printed docmBnt which had wiae uifluence. _ As a 
result of it being ^oted aid ^iroaited upon ^ newspapers and Doumala ot 
opinion, a score of otiier institutions within tte next few years establLshed 
similar student groups. 

These ccnmittees also publish^ reports v*lch help^ fac-alties and 
administrators to und^stand student pinion. Many of than, like the 
Dartincwth stataient, bore tainediate cuwicular and related fruit. The most 
iimortant yield, however, ripen^ at HarvaMi during tte mt^enmg forty 
vears the Harvard Student Council has ^^i«fl about a dozen printea reports, 
each on a ^ific educational issue. Kiey have imm a contliiuing chamel 
of studait-faculty Mrntunication. This helps es^laln, I believe, Harvan 
disorders are generally milder than those at rtany other institutions. 

Ttm student educatiorml activian of the past has beai almost aitirely 
ameliorativei but airrently nuch of it, in contrast, is fervently reconstruct- 
xm. LiJce sone faculty naibers, they propose that educational institutions 
be rebuilt from the gromd up. Th^ urge — nay, dmmd — ttiat boards of 
trustees be atondonad or nann^ only by faculty iMiters and students and 
that adminiatrators be limited to such functiona as ^ovlding dating forunis, 
abundant parking places, and janitorial service. The legal structure of 
Merican education together mth the inescapable n^ssi^ of adtunistrative _ 
leadarship, howewer, ^eclijde, I feel ^rtaln^ tte adoption of tiifiir basic 
rec»iiistriK:ti've forfflulas. 

More must te said later about the ^ucational ar&m. Meanwhile studMit 
activian m public issues naels to be pit in perfective. 

^inerican stiMents began to take positions on pttolic questions during 
the KevolutiOT. 'Om nine colonial colleges OTTolled only about a thousand 
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stLdents^ tait mDSt of then forthrightly eKpressed their mtionalistic 
conv^ictions, M^cander Hamilton^ for sample, began his prodigious career 
as a student orator; and he aid his associates ymrm involve in driving out 
of the countcy tte Ibzy president of Kill's tollege {now Columbia) . 

In turn, for about for^ years prior to the Civil War^ stijaants Itorth 
and Soutii agitated on the issue of slavery, Oberlin College in particular 
developed into a d^icated abolitionist center with its own uidergrouM 
railroad; at least one of its students di^ in a Southern ^ison. 

After ^ponattox stodmt interest in public affairs took milder foniis. 
Yale ijmdergraduates m 1887, for instance, establish^ tte Yale Assoribly for 
tiie purpose of discussing ^litical and social problans* One of its 
orgMiigers^ Gifford pmchot, later becane a pivotal leader of the conserva- 
tion irovenent and governor of PCTnsylvajiia. 

Soon after tte twon of the centy^ outsit organizers n^ed into the 
TOlleges to ^list in their caioses the nation's youthful elite. The first 
sudi groi^), the Intercollegiate Socialist ^ciety, h^M itfe inception in 
Not York City in 1905 uirfer the leadership of l^ton Sinclair, His associates 
include Clarence Dairrow and Jack Lo^on^ titm latter of vtoti had just beccroe 
farous because of his novels aM short stories. Large nimtoers of students 
atoired him; and travelii^ aCTOss the countey, he established chapters at 
vixtually every mjor institaition which atteacted not a few gift^ students. 
To naiTB three: Walter Ll^inann during 1910-1911 headed tiie ftorvard chapter; 
Imiis Iterford belonged to the CCNY clapter* and Itormm Ttanas began his 
socialist cc^sct as a K-Miceton uMer^aduate, 

Itorld War One cmrb^ the Am^ican socialist wavmmt, the ^trenne left 
creating tbs Socialist Labor Party {Canmmist) , tte great inajority of the 
mmbers of tiia ISS mOTing back to traditional Jtoterican political positions* 
The Leagi^ for Ii^strial tooocra^,^ its new rmm since id^ early t\fljenties, 
continues to fimction. Other organi.iations, immM^, have becOTe nore 
Mportant- 

The ISS app^tfs to have been tte first invasion of the canpis ^ out- 
side spolo--politiGal groups — - but not last, mrijig the bocming 
twwMes students tod large h^ m irore interest in the state of the wDrld 
thBi% did TOst of their elders. Than came tte depreBSion* 1 lived ttirough 
its tipapDMrs as a faculty rrattoer aM adnEtoistrator at OhlQ State Uniiversity, 
aund i; olbMrved studmts there during the turmoils of the thirties. 
B^rafl douW, oitslders helped fanmt protest movaMnts* M any case^ on 
1^11 12^ 1934^ high school and oollege students a^ss the Muntry 

in a peac^ rtrike agatost var. 'Bmy r^eated it ©cactly a year 
later arf Bqmin in 1936 vtei half a ndllion stodOTts pMtic^ted* 

IDyrli^ this pericrf sfa^ents protests not only aga^st vmr fcut al^ 
agaJjiSt; the m^e^rivileg^ status off uniOTs, child l^r^ ajnd m particrular 
the mmy stote of Jte^ civil rights. Then, as now, youUifiJ. id^listB 
fcridlM' aga^st ^cial injuistim. 
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I do mt mnt to overstress tim ^tportance of outside organizers. 
They have Ic^ teen active on cot^^s; bit many students have perennially 
been discmtentad mth the state of the rarld and have organized thenselves. 
It wc^ld te surprising^ hcs^ver, if ©eternal propagaMists did not invads 
the cairpas in tiie present sitaaation* 

On non'-iriilitary is^es tine student clarors of the Uiirties probably 
had sore effect, ^t the Peace mvmmt did mt hmg&c the var against the 
Fascist powers; aM at its eiri liie G.I, Bill of Rights delug^ the colleges 
with several ndllion veterms* Sot^ of us e^Dect^ tlmt ttese mu^h-matwed 
studmts vjould te so critical of listing nettods of instruction and tte 
crushing research ^^hasis of faculty ir»ters that th^ ymxld rise in 
r^Dellion, We vgere very m^h ndstatei, Evaybody prMict^ a depression, 
and the veterans wre out to acquire tteir degrees and find jobs before it 
struck. A period of apathy re^ll^ — ttie so-call^ Silent GCTeration* 
TOian in 1960 the lid blew off agalji. 

mch more carplex Uian in earlier periods, curr«t student activism 
thrusts into both the acMemic aM ^lic dcmains* Many of its leaders, 
noreover^ operate siimiltaneously in botii. Tteir fflneliorative as distin-^ 
guishea from their reconstructive criticiai^ teve clearly bem proactive 
and ^ In my j\:dgmBnt, largely sound. Thus staKaent fault-fiMers have made 
adtainistrators and faculty martoers face up to tte ^»urd^g in^rsonalien 
that has core to characterize higter educatlOT^ tte inad^juacy of irany 
teacMi^ procMiares, ttm devastations of the pAlish-or-^ish syndrOTei^ 
iim urgent need of establishi^ bett^ ireUiods of studmt participation in 
Institutional polic^Hiaklng* 

In these fflxd other aradamc inatt^s ameliorative activigm has been a 
boon, Bx^ tte BEsm generalizatiOTi can be made ^Dout aneiiorative activities 
ill the public arena. The studCTts vte have joined the Peace Corps or the 
Poverty Corps and i^le still ©nroU^ in collega, work with 
priviliged chiMr^ and youtiis get relatively little nwspaper publicity; 
but their nimtb^s aM ef fectiw^ss ^bably mrpass ttose of the re^m-^ 
structionists. Both groups, howev^, have hal^ ^ouse tte natlOT's 
oonscience coni^CTiing a nisnb^ of crucial social in^^ities, 

mat about tte future? It seans to me -tot ^ events of the past irate 
several prediotions reasOTable. First, stidOTt activlffii mil continue to te 
a fact to redCOT with, Seo^, visceral i^est mil m ocCTSicm amerge tet, 
in tte United States at l^sti mil seldcm ^ac^ess itself violently* Kiud, 
staadOTt criticien of edi^tianal prartices will te in^aslngly xeoopil^^ 
as a valuiJDle re^xirde and mil te facilitate by bett^ dhammls of 
faculty-sta^mt catmmicatiOTi. Fcarrth, during troubles tiines st^mt 
MMlists mil take stoids on public isajesi md their OTiillorative ideas 

win popular si^ort mil te ^oduative. Fifth, \Ami tiiaae youttrful 
Utopians join tte rarics of those past thirty vAim ttey now dizain, ttey 
like so nany of their po^amBwoiCB ~ will either beccme litportant mOTbers 
of j^o^esslve wa^mmttm or pessindatic rMCtlOT^iea. 



